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West Point has, after a strugele of four years,
aml by some mysterious method, come to the
conclusion that I am “very studious but with
little aptitnde,” amd has found out that I am
“defivient in Philosophy, on which account
I was dismissed from the Academy and dis-
clurzed the service of the United States, 1
think that it is but just to myself and n duty
1 owe to my race, to make a public statement
of what has transpired during my four
years” stay at the United States Miltary
Academy.

To that end 1 respectiully request the use
of the columns of your paper.

I have been silent during all these yenrs
of trouhle and oppression, not becanse [ was

afraiill or  ashamed o speak of (he state of
atleirs that existed at West PPoinl but be-
cause the army regulations expressly for-
bid any eadet to publish anything or have
anything published with respect to the Mili-
tary Academy.

Lut, Mr. Editor, allow me to anticipate a
little, by speaking of the present ditliculty,
which has resolled in my dismissal and then
I<hall begih at the date of my entrance,
dune Ist, 1570, and speak of things in their
regular onder,

1t was called for examination in Philogophy
on the 5thoor Gth of June, at aboul 4,30 1%, M.
Several memberz of the section of which 1
Was i member, were sent to the blackboard
Lo explain subjects in different parts of the
courre, 1 was ealled np, questioned on the
sulject of astronomy, amd then sent Lo the
blackboand, the Tustructor, 240 Licut. D, A,
Lyle, of the Second Artillery, handing me a
slip of paper with an equation on il, said:
UMr. Bmith, explain the compound  micro-
seape, andadiscuss te cguation with reference
Lo Ut microscopse,”

I took the paper, copicd (he equation on
the boand, and dropped the paper on the foor,
as [ had vo further use forit, 1 then drew a
figure 1o vepresent the compound microscope
and wrote on the blackboard the mathemati-
cal work relating to the discussion of the
cquation givey by Licutenant Lyle, During
this lime the cadets who had been sent to
the board before me were reciting, and when
they had all finished, Professor Michic, who is
the head of the departinent of Philosophy,
ealled upon me Lo recite.  but the Superin-
tendent said: _** It i= 0= five o'clock, the
hour for adjournment has arvived, aml we
won't have time to h Mr. Smith. 1 was
then ordered to take my seat, which 1 did,
But the Superintendent now said s 1 see
that the clock is a few minutes fast, and yon
will have time to question another eadet.”
S0 Professor Michie called up another calet,
questioned him, and  lell me at my =eat,
Alter questioning this eadet, the section was
ordered Lo retire, and two members of ity
Cadet Fuller, who had not been sent Lo the
board, amd I, ordered 1o relurn next
morning at nine o'clock.

At the designated hour T was in the exam-
mation-room, aml when ealled up, Lieaten-
ant Lyle said : *“*Mr. Smith, deduce the ex-
pression for the dispersive power of any me-
dinm.” 1 went o the board, and just as 1
zot there, Mr. Michie said: ** Mr. Smilh,
what is that work that yon pul on the board
yvestenday ™ 1 pointed to the Ggure 1 had
drawn the day before, and said:  ** That fig-
ure represents the compound microscope,”
then pointing to the mathematieal work,
“*That is the discnssion of equation 54 which
1 me on n slip of paper.”™ 1rofessor
Michie then said:  **You are altogether mis-
taken as to your subject 3 you had an entive-
Iy different subject wiven you." 1 said:
*“ Professor, Licutenant Lyle gave me equa-
tion 54 on a slipof paper and told me to rep-
resend the compound microscope amd discuss
that equation with reference Lo that micro-
scope.” Professor Michie said: **Mr. Smith,
I told you that you had another subject alto-
gether ; you had to represent the compound
microscope and deduce the expression for its
maguifying power."

1 knew that no such subject had been giv-
en me, because equation 54 had nothing what-
ever to do with the maguifying power of thatl
micrpscope—equation 68 being employed for
that purpose—Dbut what could I, a fricndless
awl powerless cadet, do to convince a I'ro-
fissor that he wus wrong and I was right ¥
Nothing, except to ran the risk of being
pul in wrrest and court-martialed for disre-
#pweel to my superior, making false statlements
ete,,ad infinitum, so 1 did what I have had to
dir too long—i. e., say nothing.

1 then turned to the board and assumed
the equation which expresses the relation be-
tween the incident and deviated rays in the
case of a convex lens, and from this deduced
an expression for the dispersive power ol a

lens,

I then turned around and waited to be
called om Lo recite. 1 was soon ordered Lo
besin and 1 did so, but I had gone only a
little way, when Professor Michie interrupl-
e me and said that 1 had used the lens, bul
bie wished me to use the optical prismin this
demonstration.  Now, Art. 3, Bartlett's Op-
tics (the text we use), reads as follows:
* Whateyer affords a passage Lo lizht is call-
ed o mediom, Glass, waler, air, Torricellian
vacum, ele., are media,” therefore in using
hie lens, 1 obeyed the order to “deduce the
expression for the dispersive power of any
wedium, for, according to the text, glass is a
medium, and the lens deviates light as well
as the optical prism. I had, ol course, no
power Lo discuss the matter then and there
with Professor Michie, so I rabbed out my
work and deduced the expression, using the
optical prism, but in so doing I had to assume
certain equations dedueed in a previous dem-
onstration, and of which I assumed three that
1 remembered.

I was again cglled upon to recite and pro-
ceeded without interruption until I had gone
some distance with my demonstration, when

were
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Professor Michic said: **Mr. Smith, I want
toask you a question. Suppose you had
several prisms  deviating light, how would
you find the ultimate deviation?” I said:
“I would take the algebraic sum ef all the
devialions.” TProfessor M. sail: “Suppose
some of the deviating angles were turned in
oue direction ind the others in another direc-
tion, how would you find it in that case!" I
said: *‘I would regard those devialions pro-
duced by prisms whose deviating angles were
turned in one direction, as positive, and those
produced by prisms whose deviating angles
were turned in the opposite direction as neg-
ative.” Professor M.: ““Then you woulil
nol take the sum?” Ignid: *“No sir, I
would take the algebraic sum, as I said.”

Drofessor M.: *‘I did not hear you say
the algebraic sum, I understood you lo say
the sum.” 1 said nothing more, and waited
a moment, thinking he had some other ques-
Lion to ask; bul instead, he seemed Lo be
very much exasperated, and speaking very
harshly, said: **Well, what are you waiting
for? Why don’t you go on?” I went on
with my demonstration a minule or two, but
was interrupted again and again with ques-
tions, some of which had no bearing what-
ever on the subjecl, and asked, as I helieve,
only to confuse me if possible.

After T had finished my demonstration,
Professor M. asked me where I got the three
equations that were at the top of the
board. I told him that I assumed them, that
they had been deduced in a previous demon-
stration and I remembered them. (I had a
right to assume any equation, and make use
of any principle previously deduced, and
.which related to my subject.) ITe then asked
me if' I had used those equations. I found,
upon looking oyer my work that I had used
the first and third, but not the secend, and
so 1 told him. ITe then wanted Lo know why
I had not assumed the second, and I answered
that I remembered the three equations as
being given together, and that 1 thought I
would have to use all of them, and that I did
not notice that the second was not required.
Professor M. now said: “Well, you see it
Is wrong 2" ** No, sir,” I said, ** that equa-
Ltion is right, but it is unnecessary.” I’ro-
fessor M. then said:  *'1 do not question the
correciness of the equation, but Jdid youn use
it?"? “No, sir,” I said. **Well sir,” said
I'vofessor M., *!it should not be there, and,
therefore, it is all wrong. That will do,
sir,”

Thus was my examinalion in I'hilosophy
conducted, and upon that “*examination® |
was declared *deficient,”

Now, 1 avpeal to the judgment of every
intelligent man: ean that be called a fair
and impartinl examination? Is it not per-
fectly evident that there was an under-cur-
rent of narrow-minded prejudice continually
forcing its way to the surface, amd warping
the mind, not only of Professor M., but that
of many another who sal in judgment on me
that day, and upon whose decision rested
the verdict? Does it not show that he was
examining (if such a farce can be ealled an
examination), not Cadet Smith, bul * the
colored eadet,” * the nigger eadet,” * mgaer
Jim," “the Moke,” or some other of the
opprobrious designations by which I was
known, for they were so numerous that I
have not time to enumerate them, nor do I
koow which was the favorite with the gentle-
men in question.

On the 30th of June the result of that so-
called examination was published at parade,
and that was the first knowledge I had of the
linding of the Board. On the next day I was
sent for by the adjutant and notilied that the
order for my discharge had arrived, and that
1 should turn in the public property in my
possession, have my papers signed, and sel-
tle up with the Treasurer, and before four
o'clock thal afternoon I had ceased to be a
cadel at the Military Academy.

Of course there was great rejoicing in the
corps of eadets, and without a doubl among
“the powers that be,” though while in the
former it was perfectly public and quite dem-
onstrative, in the latter it was not visible.
1 left the “Point” determined Lo carry my
case Lo a higher power, andask, not for favor,
but for fair play; for I went to West Point
in 1870 with the deler tion to ov

all obstacles and graduate, and thos prove
to the country that the negro could and would
“fight it out on this line il it took all”—
his life.

I went to Washinglon, and in company with
Senator Patlerson and my old true and tried
friend and schoolmate, Samuel Lee, called up-
on the Secretary of War, on the morning of
the 17th of July. Istatedto the Secrelary that
I was dissatisfied with the result of the
examination, as I did not consider it a fair
one, and that an injustice had been done me.
and I asked him to have me reéxamined, as
I was confident that I could pass an examin-
ation on any part of the course. The Secre-
tary said: ** I will not do it,” and gave ns
a reason that he believed that I had-hada
fair examination, and also that he wanted
another eadet at West Point from my districl
and that he had already notified Hon. It. B.
Elliott to send some one there. The Seere-
tary then used the following plain and deci-
sive language, viz.: *‘Gentlemen, 1 don't
wish to be misquoted as saying that I can't
wive Mr. Smith a reéxamination, for 1 say I
won't do it.”

1 then made another proposition, viz., 1
asked him to let me go back and join the
class below me, ths losing one year by go-
ing over this course again, for although I had
already lost a year on account of my trou-
bles there the first year, I was willing to.lose
another rather than lose the victory for
which 1 had fought so long with all my pow-
er. But now the Secretary says: *'I can’l
do that without the recommendation of the
Academic Board at West Point, and they
won't recommend it. 1 was speaking with
Colonel Ruger, the Superintendent of the
Academy in New York, last Sunday, about
you, and he told me that the Academic
Board would not recommend you Lo be rein-
stated.” I spoke to him of two cadets who
had been turned back to a lower class at the
same lime that I was dismissed, bul of
course he says they were recommended by
the Academic Board. A

I am, of course, tooold for reappointment ,

a0 T am thus debarred the privilege of gelting
k.

b.;;w, Mr. Editor, this 1s the way that the

matter atands at present: we have an edaca-

tional institution m **free America,” sup-
ported by the taxes of the black man as well
as those of the white, and yel those who
rule it have not learned the meaning of the
words: *“All men are born free and equal,”
and that beautiful place on the banks of the
Hudson is perfectly oblivious to the exist-
enee of euch a thing as the XVih Amend-
ment. Why should all this narrow-minded
prejudice be allowed to exist In an institu-
tion supported by the government of the
United States when everything is being done
rto break it down in South Carolina colleges ?
And yet West Point Loasts to-day that no
negro has everlgraduated from her walls, and
while the present state of affairs exists, it will
continue to be so.

And what is there in the course that is so
difficult for colored cadets to master, while a
majonty of the white cadets (ind no troulle
atall? It is simply this : the old prejudices
that were engendered in West Point from its
foundation and which have grown and in-
creased with her growth andincrease, nre just
as rampant there to-day as they were forty
years ago, and until that hot bed of corrup-
tion is stirred up from her very foundations
and purified, we who go there in any eapacity
whatever, may expect what we will most
surely receive— every kind of insult that
can be heaped upon us,

Baut, Mr. Editor I fear I am intruding both
upon your time and space, so I shall have to
finish my communication at some fulure
time, Yours, respectfully,

J. W, Smrtin,
Late Cadetl U, 8. M. A.

From Ohio.

CixciNxaTr, Outo, July 26 1874,
To the Elditor of the New Nutional Eva @
RETROSIECTIVE,

I'robably none of your compositors will re-
member the signature attached to this com-
munication, so long have I been silent. Since
those long years of aafe bellem days when
you were located on the banks of the Gen-
esce, and by the publication of the North
Star and Frederick Donglass® Paper within its
limits, raised Rochester from the position of
a mere way siation on the Central road, to
the dignity of a city, and I aspired to write
for the columns which Ethiop, Communipaw
and Cosmopolite adorned, there has arisen a
more cultured generation, quick-willed and
ready with the pen, who, while I am gettipg
my ancient ink-horn in order and renairing
the nib of my old goose-quill, zet themselves
quickly into print, and I find the ideas which
I would fain have utlered, better placed be-
fore the public than 1 could ever have placed
them,

I donot grumble at this. One generation
cannot occupy the stage of life forever, and
boys horn in this era ol locomotives and tel-
ceraphs must be fast; nor would 1 have
grasped wy ohl-time pen now, had it not been
for an aceulent which has befallen your regu-
lar correspondent, Depugh, concerning whose
fate [ know you must be anxious, and that
fate I now reveal.

SOCIAL,
General Custer, in starling for the Dlack
ills, sail : **This is going to he a bad sea-
son for atragelers,” and so il has proved in
the case of Depugh, who has passed =afely
through many adire campaign, the Chillicothe
movement nol cven singeing him, 1o e gob-
bled up at last,
But who can resist Cupid? Love and death
lay holid on all. Cupid has been on a raid
through this vicinity, and “that’s what’s the
matter'? with Depugh.
The summer vacation had come on and
those who could had gone to the various
wilering places, and those who could not
had closed the front shulters and retired to
the sloop im the rear of their houses there to
endure the dog days the best way they could,
when suddenly the comet, the hydrophobia,
Tom Collins, the row in Elder Magee's
church, and a series of brilliant weddings set
all agog.

For the last of these disturbing causes the
“gehonl marms" of this vicmity are chiefly
to blame.

We have had here for several years na
Normal School for the ostensible purpose of
training teachers, but we all know now that
its real purpose was to teach the girls how Lo
catch husbands., The demure young rogues
managed Lo extract, as bees do honey from
flowers, from spelling books, primers, and
other implements of the profession, the bird-
lime in which they ensnare the feet of unwary
youngsters like Depugh. Only think of it !
One-third of the *‘school marms” of this
large city married within a year! Tlercisa
nice little problem for the sisterhood Lo solve
mentally : If 33} per ceot. of the *school
‘marms” of a given city are married in one
year, how long will it take them all to catch
husbands ?

Now, don'L all raise your hands at once,
but speak, one al a time,

But, I must begin at the beginning. The
first wedding was that of Miss Mary L. Foole
to Mr. George Iayes. and of which I am in-
formed a correspondent has wrillen to,you.

Betore the gossips had settled fullyall the
vital points connected with the first wedding,
as Lo the age of the bride and the valve of
the lace which adorned her dress, eic., there
came the rush to the second. The bride this
time was Miss Kate Ida Thomas, the dangh-
ter of Mr. Alexander Thomas whose fame as
an artist is as wide as the pation, and Mr.
Lewis Depugh Easton. The wedding ser-
vice was performed in the Union Chapel, by
Rev, J. H, Sairs, pastor of thal church.

No more heautifully or elemantiy-attived
groupe ever gathered around the altar than
that which accompanicd Mr. Easton and his
lovely bride.

In front of the altar stood the bride dress-
ed in n rich corded silk trimmed with satf.
Besides her were her bridesmaids, ‘Miss Bet-
tie Thomas and Miss Ella Collins, each en
veloped ina snowy-white organdic. Ncarat
hand was her mother, whose beautifully-
fitting silk dress of cendres de roses color, was
the admiration of all. On the right stood
Mesdames Louisa Anderson and Margaret
Lee, ladies who never permit themselves to
appear in public inelegantly attired, but al-
ways set off their acknowledged charms by
brilliant dress. This evening, they, if pos-
pible surpassed themselves. On the left of
the altar stood Mrs. Susan Lee of Cleveland,

over whose costly silk was thrown n magnifi-
cent overdress ol rich lnce, which served to
seb eff her pensive beauty to greal advantage.
Al the side of Mrs, Lea stosd Miss Mary
Morrig, of Cleveland, whose clegant (ress,
loveliness, and graceful demeanor, were wor-
thy of the company in which she was placed.
Behind Elder Snires, but raised above the
#lais in which they stood, were Elders Arnett
anid Magee.

Thus grouped, the eeremony pfoceeded,
andwhen al thedst i a clear, ringing voice,
Lewis D. Easton and Kale Ida Thomas were
pronounced man and wife, they turned and
walked slowly toward the door, followed hy
their inmediate atlendants, and then by the
crdwd. And such a crowd! and how they
rushed and pushed to gl a sight at the fine
dresses of the Indies as they stepped into the
scores of carriages which were driven, one
afler the other, to the choveh door!

AL the reception, whith immediately fol-
lowed, given al the rooms of the bride’s fath-
er, the abundant space and brillinnt light
gave the Indies full opportunity to display
their toileties,

Besides the ladies whom I have named,
were Mes. Ellen Dunn, of New Urleans, anid
her daughter, Miss Fanny Dunn, A dded to
these were all that Cincinnatli could muster
in the way of beauty and of chivalry.

T'he bridal presents were displayed to great
advanlage in a beautifully-carved walnut
case al one end of the reception parlor. To
give an idea of the popularily of the bride, 1
will name some of the presents sent from
abroad: Mrs. Lee, of Clevelamid, a rich fruit
dish of cut glass, mounted upon o solid silver
stamd ; Miss Morns, of the same place, an
clegant silvel card.receiver; Mr. Charles
Wilson, of Han Francisco, Cal., a toilet set ;
Mrs. Robert Smith, of Avondale, a set of
cul-glass coblets ;IMiss Amanda Wallace, of
Augusta, Ga., one rich Iace handkerchief;
Mr. John Bynd, of Cairo, I1l., a set of toilet
mats ; I'rof. George IL Jackson, of Evans-
ville, Ind., a beautiful picture and frame, and
80 on for quauntity, OF the value of the
presents Iean only say that it I were in De-
pugh's place, I would sell the lot and sap-
port my wife with the proceeds.

The supper, prepared by Rice, the fash-
iouable eaterer, of West Fourth street, was a
marvel of beauly and abundanes.  Such
piles of conleclions, such pyramids of jces
amd jellies, and withal such elegance of ar-
rangement is seldom seen. We talked and
ate and adinired until the approach of the
“wee sma’ hours agont the twal,” when a
band of musicians ylided into the room and
began to tunc theie fiddles, little and  big,
cave a hint which I and the other deacons
took, and left the younger set to finish the
night with a merry dance,

The night following the wedding [ have
Just deseribed, a reception wag given by Eld-
er I, F. Fosselt to Mr. and Mrs, Hayes, al
which both brides were pressul, and there
wis o repetition of the rich dresses, brizht
eyes, and merry toneues of the evenings he-
fure.

The supper table elicited but one opinion 3
it was richly set ofl' by a solid silver service,
while every possible variation of gustatory
or iwsthetie tuste was catered Lo in the manner
and matter of getlingup.  The things upon
the table looked too gond (o eat, and then
when you had tasted them they tasted too
zood Lo be let alone,

I retived early from the parlors, leaving
them Lo the young and hopefal ones who had
asgembled.  Taking my seatl in the garden
with the elders of the company, we found
ample pleasure in listening to the merry
voices of our children, wlnle we compared
our rheumatisms, discussed the Tilure of the
civil righis hill and mourned over the fall of
the sreal Sirooklyn preacher.

0! Loeifer, gon of the morning, how hast
thou fallen ! ”

POLITICA L.

The outlook from the Republican stamd-
point is rather dismal. The temperance
movement has played duck and drake with
that party. It has nolin any Slate or mn-
nicipal platform espoused the cause of prohi-
bition, but the Germans who are to a man for
free beer, scem determined Lo hold the party
reaponsible for sentiments it has nowhere
avowed and so will not yvote with us, Then
the ultra temperance men will not vote with
us becanse they believe us to be hound Lo the
beer men,  Then the failure ofithe Civil
Rights 1l will render the colored men indif-
fent aboul going to the polls, hence we
expect a light Iepublican vote this fall.

The address of the Congressional ('ommit-
tee is a splendid document, Lut too long for
general reading. In the course of the eam-
paign, I suppose the stumpers will Lring it
down to the people and have them vmder-

stand it thorooghly, i
TAMI.

A Brilllant Aflalr.
To the Editor of the Now Nelivanl Era:

The past week has been unusually pro-
ductive of society gossip. The princlpal
theme being the approaching nuplials of Mr.
George W. Ilays, a young genlleman of un-
tarnished reputation, and Miss Mary L.
Forte, a young lady of exemplary qualities,
and an oiuament to our society, both of this
city. The expeclations of the many friends
of the couple have been so greai that they
counld hardly contain them, hut their longings
were happily satisfied on last Thursday
evening, July 16, 1874, it being the oceasion
of the murriage of the puir. The marriage
ceremony was performed at Zion Daplist
Church, which was brightly illuminated fur
the occasion. About P. M. carringes
could have been secn rolling up Lo the door
of the church, and finely dressed gentlemen
alighting therefrom and passing into the
church to perform their duties as ushers,
The ceremony at the church was conducted
under the auspices of the “Eurcka,” a club
composed of young men, for moral, spcinl,
and intellectual improvement, of which Mr.
Haysis the secretary. The ushers, Messrs. J.
E. Tolliver, C. B. Crockett, L. H. Gibson,
D. W. Winston, and T. J. Monroe, members
of the *Eurcka,” were attired in full evening
dress; on their left breast was worn a hand-
some wedding badge, composed of white
satin, four and a haf inches long, by two
inches wide, trimmed with gold fringe, and
in the centre of the badge was a very neatly
embroidered Jetter E, of the old English

[

text, in gold bullion, surmounted by a neat
button-hole bonquel of tube roses and rose
buds, (white.) The ushers were kept busy
sealing the friends, and for fully an hour be.
fore the arrival of the wedding party the
edifice was crowded (o its ulmost capacity
with as fine and intelligent an audience as
it has ever been my pleasure to behold. It
might well have been said that il was a gath-
ering of the brave and the fair. About a
fquarter to cight o'clock the organist, 1"rof,
Tosse, struck up n beautiful wedding march
from the grand opera **The Marringe of
PFigaro,” by Mozart, At eight o'clock the
wedding parly arrived.  As the peals of the
organ were being wafted through the spacious
sancluary, a stir was heard at each of the
doors opening into the side nisles of the
church, when immediately all faces were
quickly turned o the direction from which
the noise came. The doors were thrown
open, when the members of the family and
relatives of the contracting parties divided
into two groups, marched down either aisle,
and took their position on each side of the
altar; shortly alter which the door lea
Lo the main entrance was seen Lo Open an

II
the bridal party entered, headed by the Pres-

ident of the Eurcka. Next in order the Lev,

P I, Fossett, who performed the coremony, |
and then the bride and groom elect wha were

followedghy the two bridesmaids, Miss Em-

estine L. Clark and Miss Mattic E. Fossell,

Mr. I 1L Clark and Mrs, Aunie A, Porte

(the mother of the bride) bringing up the

rear, passed down the center aisle amid the

sweet and soll strains of the organ, taking

their position upon the raised platform, with

the exception of Mudam Forte, who retired

Lo one of the Eumily groups; alter which the

ushers, two in each of the side msles, and

the President in the eenter, march down and

ook their positions fucing the bridal party,

after which the ceremony was performenl, it

being a very impressive one. When  (he

iuestion was asked, “Who siveth this wo-

nin to this man,” Mre. I 1L Clark wis on

the gpot Lo perform that mportant and

pleasant duty, Mr. Clark also performed

the duties of groomsman to the father of the

bride on the cvent of his marriage quile a

time ago.  After the CeTeInony was  er-

formedd the procession, headed by the ushers,

passed up the aisle and out of the chareh

to their earringes, the ushers fpmine ahollow
square from the door te keep the crowd from
priesing them,

The groom wore a handsomie suit of black,
with the exception of the vest, which
ol immaculate white ; white sloves and tiv;
and on his left breast the wedding badge of
the Eurcka, surmomnted by n ueat tube rose
buttonhole bouguet, The bride was atlired
in a handsome organdie, of the linest quality,
with trimmings of the same, low cut, with
Murie Antoinetle sleeves; beautiful pear!
ear-rings and brooch, a present from the
groum ; 4 bridal wreath of orange blossoms,
a perfect mitation ot nature, adorned her
pretty head 5 the veil of illusion hung over
her face, which, aller the ceremony, was
thrown back from the fce, Qoating over the
back of the dress, reaching almost to the
bottom of the train, which was about three
feet long ; her toileite was excellent, The
bridesmaids were dressed in light silks, cov-
ered with an illusion in rufles laid in pleats,
and a handsome sash held in place by a beau-
Liful spray of orange blossoms,

The scene at the house where the recep-
Ltion was held beggared deseription, it being

brightly illuminated, and filled with the elite

of our ecily, DPretly women, gallant men,

silks, satins, precions jewels, and Nowers

were in profusion,

Not being a close student of the Jenkins

school, I ean hardly be expected to give an

adequate deseriplion of the charming fashions

displaved in dazeling profosion,

Among the more prominent, 1 micht

mention Miss Mary E. Daker, of Louis-

ville, a beautiful brunetle, who was attived

in a handsome pearl-colored silk broeade,

with pearl ornaments. Miss Pickett, of
Louisville, a charming young lady, whom

Madam Rumor says iz soon to become a

bride. She was dressed in a beautiful blue

silk, handsomely timmed. Mrs. Fanny

Macanley, of Lonisville, a very pleasant

laudy, wore a very handsome black eros grain,

The bridal tronsseau, 4 learn, is very line.

The presents were displayed on a talle in

the bridal chamber. The collection was
very extensive ; among them were articles
of great intringic value. On the mantle was
displayed a beautiful bouquet of the bride's,
composed of tube roses, jessamines, bego-
nies, rose buds, (white,) lycopoud, (ereen,)
with rep silk, and silver bullion, linish silk
cord and tassels, to which was atlached a
cord bearing the following inscription : *“To
Mamie, with the best wishes of the Eurcka
for the future.”

After the happy pair had received the con-
cratulations andl well wishes of their friends,
amnd after all had partaken of the splendid
repast furnished by one of the first-class ca-
terers of our city, the gay and much delizhied
guests repaired to their homes,

After all of that happy houschold retired,
they were aroused by a serenmde (o the
bride and Sgoom by Prof. C. T. Graham's
serenading vand.

This notable event will long be remem-
bered as one of the most important in the
annals of the first-class socicty of Cincin-
nati.

There is to be a grand receplion given Lo
the pair on next Thursday evening, July 23d,
1874, by Miss Mattie I, Fossett.

Mr. Hays and his charming lady will re-
main in the city until the Ist of August to
atlend the receptions to be given for them
and to receive Lhe ealls of their friends, after
which they will start on their wedding tour.
May their pathways be amid beds of flowers,
May they be ever sirangers to sorrow, is the
earnest and best wishes of your correspond-
ent. T. J. M.

[Communleated.]
Moral Reflections No. 20.

“I will run in the way of my command-
ments, when thou hast enlarged my heart.” —
Ps. 119 32 v,

There is much in the present day of out-
ward zeal in the eause of Christ, while it is
to be feared there is comparatively little
closet devotion,

Activity in the service of God can only be
originated and maintained by an enlarge-
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: ment of heart, pure devotional feeling excited

by prayer amd weditation.  But we like the
world Lo see what we are doing, nnl we
flatter our=c¢lves that we are thus by onr
works serving Gol most gee bly. "ful.
without the heart keeps alreast of our moral
activities, they will soon languish and dege
or utterly fuil of accomplishing the gond we
desizn,

Dilicence i husiness wust be ae-
companied with ferveney of spirit to make
our lahor profitalile o ourselyes or lhiers,
or meel the Divine appeobation,

To keep the heart right, there must be
constant amd earnest communion with G,
There wust be the dilizgent readinge of the
waord, and prayful meditation thereon.

Thus only can the soul be kept alive aud
its enevgies fithfully and vigorously enlisted
in the eanse of the Hedeemer,

What is [ith but a resting of the soul on
the promises of God. What is fear but
the heart stamding in awe of the majesty and
threatenings of the Almighty,  What is love
but the feelines of the heart eainge out Lo-
wards the loving object of contemplation,
What is hope hut the joyous expectation of
some promised gond, that all® the Christis
uraces are bronghl into exercise in the con-
femplation o the teath. “Wlile the heart
mised the e bogned
The wonl of Gl B3 100 the moral Dl of
tho gonl, and fith and love arising there-
from beeome the motive power of all trao and
devoted activity in his service. 1 we wonld
serve the Redeemer efliciently in the ont-
warid activilies of life, we must keep the lire
of devotion buriing brghtly on the altar of
our hearts by dally communion with God,
amd meditation on s truths,  In this the
Saviour has set s an cxample in freguently
retiving from the pressure of active duties (o

“ S

solitinle, silenee, nd prayer.
Wasapinaros Cry, July 25 1571
———

From Virginia.

Teww Veurw Ago—thanges -~ The Anciton
Block omd Whipping I"ast — Joe Mayo—
tival Outloeslk - Co rgest — (inva
1w Wallker — Pervonals — Gosslp, eic,

Ricistoxn, Va., July 23, 1874,
wf 1 N Nortisininl Ein
Ten yeais sgo Riclmom] was e eapital ol
the Tate Conlederacy, tomday i is simply the
eapitul of Viecinbs, the
clutnges i these ten A Luid,
1 was in the custom-house bullding this
montii. Phis huilding was used by theJeld
Davis government as the lreasury depart-
munl, where the hoaueinl aflaies of the late
=oAL were transacted 3 when T oased o
have business there during the war, the only
colored men to be seen in the building were
servants 3 now it is quite diferent. 1 looked
in there this morning amd beheld a sight
that is hoth
colored wen silling at desks in the capacity
of clerks, deing execulive duby; others as
inspeclors of tobacco, under the burean of
Internal levenue, messer ¢, dlepuly col-
lectors, inspectors of customs, ete
I find coloved men holding responsilile po-
sitions amd dolng exeentive duty under the
sovernment here, which is more than T eould
see in Washinglon,
Col, Purgess, the eollector of revenuoe,
whose ollice is visited daily in a business
point of view, by the leading representative
Bloods amd chivalry of Viesdiia, has several
colored men in positions of trost and profit.
I have wondered why it is that there is not a
single colored man holding an execeutive po-
sition in any one of the departments at
Washineton, where there is o much talent
amdl ability among our colored people,
When I was here ten, yes, twelve, years
agn, Mr. Joseph Mayo was the mayor, the
whipping post aml auction block were then
in full Blast and both dida thrivinge husiness ;
then a eolored man, free or slave, was not
allowed to walk in the streels or near o
walking, save in pullic: not over four per-
sons of eolor were allowed to assemble to-
gether at any one time without the presence
of a “Canecasian,”  No “eandle licht" was
allowed in o eolored man®s house after seven
o'clock, p.m.  No meetings could be held
without & white man was present; and then
colored people were not allowed Lo go to their
churchies at night and worship the true and
living God, and in the day time they were
competled to have a white minister if any at
all, and no eolored man was permitted by law
Lo o into the pulpil,
Such was Richmond in times past, and so
areal hias been the change that il is hand Lo
realize it in full, Mr. Mayo is dead and 1
am reminded of what the Richmorid bard
onee wrote of him :

'

Gireal lats Been

wondertul and maryvelous —

Alas poor Joe, the poor man’s foe,
Letore life's Lreath did leave him,
11is burdened sonl bl no control,—
Death would not receive him,

The devil said he w
To take so mean a boarder,

Iis great low euide andd tyrant pride
Would place hell out of order.”

The whipping post 15 gone, the auclion
block is ** dust to dust and ashes to ashes,”
“Nizeer trader’s™ alley is no longer the al-
ley it was, Colored men carry sticks and
smoke cigars on the highways ad byways.
The *“‘candle-light law™ s dead; churches
are Jopen night and day, aml an abundance
of colored preachers (1 are who preach

Jesus Christ aml him eruciffied from  their
pulpits.
The only genlle reminder of slavery that

looks you in the Lwe, is the proseriplion and
outrage that a colored man is almost sure Lo
encounter i’ he goes intu one of the court®
with a while mau a8 a competitor,  Judges
in this Stale are appointed, not upon merit,
but by amd through the inlluence of their
friewds, and preference i3 given to him who
has the best war recond
deepest wounds, aml, as a gencrul rule,
these military judges carry out on the bench
what they tried to do when Tn the saddle.
There is plenly of work bat very little jus-
tice in Richmond for a colored man if he goes
into a court of law.

Dut all the disadvantages which our peo-
ple Iabor under here, do not prevent their
rising and progressing.  They bave suddenly
risen from nothing, so to speak, to the posi-
tions of merchants, brokers, tobacconists,
dealers, clerks, lawyers, horse dealers, hack
owners, livery stable keepers, hotel keepers,
butchers, bakers, stalesmen, etc., thanks to
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man has had to encounter ere in Richmond,
he has steadily arisen, notwithstanding, and
e can exelaim in truth ;
* We are rising, we are rising,

Amild the ehanges of our land,
In the canse of truth and justive,

Let us all united stand,
We arose amid your con

When battle storms were hich,
With retu rising,
Like the e b

The thrift, enterprise and incenuity of 1hoe
eoloved citizens of Richmond i+ traly com-
miendable, and T am glad to be able to state
that I have never seen a more thorouseh-
woing people than here,

THE POLITICAL OUTLOGK.
Next November an election takes place in
this State.  Members of Coneress and coun-
Ly oflicers are to be chosen. My improssion
is that the Republicans will at least be able
to hold their ground and return to the 1ith
Congress live Republicans.
In this district there is o be a warm fizht
for representation in the next Conoress.
The Republicans will unanimously nominate
Rush Burgess, and the Democeats will put
Torward ex-Governor Gilbert C, Walker. |
have had a talk with the leading colored and
white men in the Republican party  here,
and they are of the gencral opinion that
Colonel Burgess is the enly man equal to the
cmere Ilr"\'l
The Colimel has not sousht the nomina-
tion, andd i he aceepts, it will e a great sac-
rifice to him  personally, but Bush Buorgess
will do anything that is honoralle and richt
Lo serve his party.
amd is unive

e s a w00l speaker,
Iy popular with all calored
sociely —a man of sreat fvee of character,
varnest energetie, dilizent sl fearless ;. his
record for consistency is splendil, not havines
mowves] backward n single step sinee the re-
constrnetion fizht besan,

Ie isa man of
practical ability, sound common sonse, sleop-
less devotion to public interests, remarkable
ciliciency in the achicvement of practical
emls, and has asturdy contempt for all shams
and showy glitter with which smaller men
lirgnise their uselessness.,

A leadding eolored man said (o me a slort
time since that no better man than Col, Dor-
wess could be selecled s that there wis ne
wan in Virginin whom the calored people, as
a class, have a right o place more contidence
iy mol only has he wade them promises,
but e has fultitled them to the letler, and
no safier mas for the best interests of Virginia
could be chosen,

The Republican party here is well orcan-
fael. There is complete  harmony, ution,
ad 1 feer s in snying that their majority
will Le luereased, Przpsoxr,

NorrnrmeesLaso Corsrey, Vi
T the Bubitor of the New' Nulloaal Eoa
The rights of the colored race are cruelly
imperilled by the communication in recard
ta the action of tho Republicnns of Norilmm-
berland county, Virginia, in your last issue,
and demand an emphiatic denial.
The meeting reported to have been held
at Heathsville, July 13, was not publicly
known of or held by the Republicans of the
county, '
It was entirely managed and  privately
sollen up by the emissaries of Mr. Sener—
hostile, like him, to ecivil maghis—persons
holding positions under him, anid notorionsly
anxious to maintain them at all cost ol prin-
ciple, truth, and honor, ns this thoroushly
false statement shows,
The meeting, July tth, at Howland School-
House, which repudiated Mr. Sener, was
duly ealled by the Chairman of the County
Conmittee, aml its objects advertised openly
for weeks, and largely atlended.
The Church meeting holding that day was
not one of warship, but of business, and was
in no way encroached upon.
The uext conspicuous falsehood is (he
signing of the three names as “Comnly Com-
mittee.” ’
Two of the signers hold no represen-
tative position in the party. The first signor
was al the mecting of July 4th, and a hearty
participant and endorser of its action.
Among the twelve endorsers of the pre-
tended action of this commiitee,* (Lo which
this Northumberlind county Repulilican’s
meeting dwindles in the report,) are the lev.
I'. Nutt, and hiz son, Carey Nu't, who is
under bonds to answer to the United States
Court for violating United States postal
laws ; and Glasgow Blackwell, of whom it is
enough to say they were alone in with-
holding their names from the 1 rights
petition signed by all the other colared voters
of the county.
The repudiation of Mr., Sener is a eorrect
expression of the sentiments of the 1Lepul-
licans of the county, who are earnest in thei
solicitation of Drs, Dowen and Wattz Lo
speak at Heathsville August Courl.
To supporl Mr. Sencr's nomination or
election woulil be an endorsement of his
votes and opposition to the civil rights Lill,
and cause its certain defeat at the next ses-
sion of Congress.

No colored voter can thus endorse Mr.
Sener who has any respect for his manhood
or race, Civin Ruonrs,

* The alleged other **fifty signers' ure o

myth,

Prom Texas.

Iirazos, DE SANTIAGO, TEXAS,

: July 9, 1574

To the Edifar of the New Notivaal Era
s 1 having been a reader and subscriber
to your esteemed paper for more than two
years, amd  having  eontewplated  wriling
you eyer sioce you have anneunced your
columng open Lo us boys in blue for anythiog
we might feel disposed Lo write about, being
important to our wellfare, and expressing
my views upon some of the many topics at
issue, mainly those in relation to the colored
soldiers, but have ever set forth as an excuse
my inability for remaiving silent. There is
al present so many important subjects open
for discussion I hardly know what one to
seize upon, fearing I will not be able to ac-
quit myself with credit, realizing, as 1 do,
my limiled education—joining the United
States regular army nearly eight years ago
entirely illiLerate, and uwot long liberated
from accursed slavery, being parentless, and
yet in my teens, I will leave it for some of

the genius of our grand national Republi
party! Yes, all the hardships that the black

Continued on third page.



